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CLAIMS 

1 . A mobile device for displaying information content, comprising: 
at least one input key associated with a display; 

5 a display for displaying information content with a first orientation and control 
content, adjacent an input key, indicating its function; and 

a processor, for controlling the display, arranged to vary the first orientation of the 
information content to a second orientation and maintain control content adjacent 
the input key. 

10 

2. A mobile device as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising a user input device, 
wherein the processor is operable to vary the user-determined orientation of the 
information content and maintain control content adjacent the input key, in 
response to input from the user input device. 

15 

3. A mobile device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the functionality of the user 
input device is controlled by the processor. 

4. A mobile device as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the processor is 
20 arranged to vary the user determined orientation of the information content 

between four predetermined orientations. 

5. A mobile device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the processor is 
arranged to vary the user determined orientation of the information content vary 

25 by successive increments of 90 degrees rotation about a first origin in the display. 

6. A mobile device as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the processor, is 
operable to vary the user-determined orientation of the information content while 
it is displayed. 

30 

7. A mobile device as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the control content! 
for the input key varies as the function of the input key is varied by the processor. 
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8. A mobile device as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the processor, 
when varying the orientation of the information content maintains the same 
control content adjacent the input key. 

5 

9. A mobile device as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the control content 
has a fixed orientation with respect to the mobile device. 

10. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8 f wherein the processor 
1 0 is operable to rotate the information content about a first axis and simultaneously 

rotate the control content about a second axis, by ninety degrees. 

11. A mobile device as claimed in claim 10, wherein the processor is operable to 
simultaneously rotate the information content and the control content, in response 

1 5 to input from the user input device. 

12. A mobile device as claimed in claim 10 or 11, wherein the first origin and the 
second origin are fixed. 

20 13. A method of controlling the display of a mobile device comprising the steps 
of: 

displaying information content with a first orientation and control content adjacent 
an input key, indicating the key's function; and 

changing the first orientation to a second orientation while maintaining the control 
25 content adjacent the input key. 

14. A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of changing the first 
orientation is performed in response to user input while displaying the information 
content. 
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15. A method as claimed in claim 13 or 14, further comprising the step of 
changing the control content and/or its orientation when changing the orientation 
of the information content 

5 16. A mobile device for displaying information content, comprising: a user 
interface including at least one input key and a display, having a variable display 
area, for displaying within the variable display area information content; 
a user input device; and 

a processor, for controlling the display, arranged to vary the display area of the 
1 0 display in response to input from the user input device. 

17. A mobile device as claimed in claim 16, wherein the processor in response to 
input from the user input changes the display area size from a first one of a 
predetermined plurality of display area sizes to a second one of the 

1 5 predetermined plurality of display area sizes. 

18. A mobile device as claimed in claim 16 or 17, wherein the processor in 
response to input from the user input varies the display area while displaying the 
information content. 

19. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 18, comprising a radio 
frequency transceiver, wherein the information content originates in another 
device and is received by the radio frequency transceiver from the another 
device. 

20. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 18, wherein the 
information content originates in the device. 

21. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 20, wherein the 
30 information content is alphanumeric text data. 
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22. A mobile device as claimed in claim 21, wherein the processor, provides a 
text message handling application in which the display area for the text message 
is variable in response to input from the user input device. 

5 23. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 22, wherein the user 
input device is a rotatable dial. 

24. A method of controlling the display of a mobile device comprising the steps 
of: 

1 0 displaying information content within a first display area; and 

changing the size of the first display area while displaying the information content 
in response to input from a user. 

25. A mobile device for displaying information content, comprising: 

1 5 a display for displaying information content in a display area of a user-determined 
size and orientation; 
a user input device; and 

a processor, for controlling the display, operable to vary the user-determined 
orientation and size of the display area, in response to inputs from the user input 
20 device. 

26. A mobile device as claimed in claim 25, further comprising at least one input . 
key associated with a display; wherein the display is operable to display control 
content, adjacent the input key, indicating its function and wherein the control 

25 content remains adjacent the input key when the display area is resized. 

27. A mobile device as claimed in claim 25 or 26, wherein the display information 
has a predetermined and fixed orientation with respect to the display area so that 
a variation in the display area produces a concomitant variation in the orientation 

30 of the information content. 
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28. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 25, 26 or 27, wherein the 
processor in response to first input from the user input device changes the 
display area size from a first one of a predetermined plurality of display area 
sizes to a second one of the predetermined plurality of display area sizes. 

5 

29. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 25 to 28, wherein the 
processor in response to second input from the user input devices changes the 
orientation of the display area from a first one of a predetermined plurality of 
orientations to a second one of the predetermined plurality of orientations. 

10 

30. A mobile device as claimed in claim 29, wherein the processor is arranged to 
vary the user determined orientation of the display area by successive 
increments of 90 degrees rotation about a first origin in the display. 

15 31. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 25 to 31, wherein the 
processor, arranged to vary the user-determined size and orientation of the 
display area while the information content is displayed therein. 

32. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 25 to 33, wherein the display 
20 has a plurality of edges and the control content is fixedly positioned at one edge 

of the display. 

33. A mobile device as claimed in any one of claims 25 to 32, wherein the 
processor, is arranged to rotate the display area about a first axis and 

25 simultaneously rotate the control content about a second axis, by ninety degrees 
in response to second input from the user input device. 

34. A method of controlling the display of a mobile device comprising the steps 
of: 

30 displaying information content within a first display area with a first orientation; 
changing the size of the first display area in response to input from a user; and 
changing the orientation of the information content to a second orientation. 
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35. A method as claimed in claim 34, further comprising the step of displaying 
control content adjacent an input key, indicating the key's function wherein the 
control content is maintained adjacent the input key. 

36. A method as claimed in claim 34 or 35, wherein the steps of changing the 
first orientation and changing the size of the first area are performed while 
displaying the information content. 



10 



37. A method as claimed in claim 34, 35 or 36, further comprising the step of 
changing the orientation of the control content when changing the orientation of 
the information content. 



